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Matte 1: 21 

Berte Hart t 8. s+Ol""J te....le of the early A1lerican 

W st , has a story aL: U., a. JU..nt. c p . A p;)or woman, a 

'IIi !ill of questiop. lIe ooepute , ~e -:1.."./ eam8I' n tne c 

die~ . ~he 1eft d lLttle t by tl e en of the Cal"t" ha... bo 

take care of It . 7he ba~y was l:;i € a box , an hey felt 

that +~e ~~x w not. fi for a b b~ ' a crit . So they sent 

one of men 80 ~iles to Sacr~ento by ~e to eet a rosewood 

cradle . r.h ., U e cradle ca: I the TileS on which the baby 

as .... Lee t 1 J.g see;; ed u+. of i' ace I 80 the maJ.I Vlent ?ack to 

Sacr anto to purchase clothes , 1 cy fr~ly ones . hen the 

baby ~ aressed in the ne c. ~h ar.,j placed. in t 

cradie , ~he en noticesd • 1St the flo r s dirt~ . Su they 

crubbed it clear.• Aru... ...hen nvticed that !le \IIalls and 


+,he~t VII • tW<l d the • Soun they 


fixed the .:..ndo A, bee use the 3~y 

need to e Ciuiet at time I t st~~l d eased 

tne....r roueh ..I.anguage and. Mr_Y J . weather ,. tt d 

tney too t.. e baby out ..0 t ecovere t t the 

lUi e ea b +0 be clemed ana flow rs plmtec:. I~O n ke 

t surround.4r-e_ fit for t e baby . Fi.na.:l I the men bee n w 

their 1 er ona. er;'le ~e . ~hU5 the co ng of 

aby +rl1Mfoned the ioarint in C .~ L,to a new 81 

ttrac+lve place . 



The &.nge... s ~s to Joseph , "Fear not tl take Mary rOT'~ 

your wife , foT' that whiCh is c'Jnceivea L her is ut the }!",_y 

Spirlt . :~ n she ht18.ll brine. fortb a !l3on and you shall ca......:. 

hisn Jesu. , for he hall save h~ peoP4e fr~ their s~ 

Car bury dr th4t.? G:t y J.-,rdan ~e express8C.. the 

k _ doiracl!: ct Christ. s liKe thi .. : " ';od the tairs 

with y in is arm_". Ano. Gil an rfcr::n .!racl vil" 

'aith if we ill let hi/; . 

If we will let ~, he ca.":! move us frc!:o r t r 

from jealou..-/ to generosity I frO!' resent. nt to K:..ndn 

Or the 9ibl~ .t-'uts it : " :Ie can &l.V !o1S fc.JID our s:,;,.r." . 

Cor iuer ~h~t he can for tl"e fOe U.tne of' wne .;> 

In 1247 , Ii hospita:' wa.. bu!.. tin ... ~on Ca..L. 11 _ 1. I ary 

ot Bethlehe:." Two centur.Le 1 ter i a. t umed into 

h", ... pita.l. for the in an • .j ~ rt.er that it came lO10wn for ..:..ts 

noise Cl confus..l.,m . I •• t· , t.8 n c boca: e Bedl"ll , u. ,i­

~ord for noisiness . Fr t 1.. hem .0 D ..J. Bedl...• 


ccneti. es se ... t. .... b ... 
 ...r live• • Pari i.;u­

larl.. a.t t hi t ot J ar ith all its uusLness ~ ~l S ~ 

Sever~ ,ears 8 0 t. re a cartoo. that depictec. a 

sLana a:l 1 lit fOe itt nt 1: a e U.r 1ecorated. livif'l.£ room at 

Chrittma tlm . The if haB a ep fOre9!l. n h r fae • TI, 

C ptioo.Js "he u.abund S8J'.i.nc:: " Of cours , j"Ou ' re depre s ..... 

_ 'P, !.Ie z,,,,,, 7f 6",;,,/"7 ' 
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Cl-trist JaS call be such frant.c time . ierberl Jevidsc~. 
~ 

:mce ~aw 8 t;,:po[.rsrhlcal <I!Irroz- il a ne....s~Bper . A school .as 

rurc"w,sing a new cOFyL1.E. 

article left tne ' y ' out ~r ~~e WG~ ' CO, Jir~'. Therefore 

the "cf'.JOl was flurc~ir16 II ' c}Jingt maci ine . I bet , the 

teachers could Of4Y "'i._! •••• David.son l'5ayf : ,,~~t ' s what t ~~ 

~ Ch:'itt!l.S - a cop1ne ma~blnll! 

That i \o<ha t many would ...ike - to be bble to C01'_ . Of 

cour e the t:lew test"l!De.."'lt testi. ~ny is that ir: Christ we can 

not only c0:t--e , wJ.t w8 can conquer . 

;learly everj Christ.. _ , we r.ave the opportunit.1 t.J 

thril.L to t If!: ~orlous 

clkatic tl HaL.elujah Ch.)r " 1\.1t. there i a 8t....>rr t ..hl..nd 

+hat great ~ieve of mus.c . 

In 1741 , Geore Frleurich Handel ",as ready t.o luit . Hi: 

could barely an,;.;:.:;e to holed i'en . fiis :;ne:/ was Lone . He 

Handel ' , fU:"h , lcwever, s\lstained hlJ • f0una re­

serves he aid "'ot know tha.t God cuuld give him . He Silt. i< wn 

and ~TOte the inspiring aris_ . recit.ation.. , bnd choruses 

whib.., lave enrlche ... 1.10 _ve of all of wo . rh~ nex'"J ti ., 

you lear selection:: fro:: the " Mess ...ol!' r :ember t}-l t this 

.f :unorta... nusic:: e f"!"O a man fjho co. 'z osed it .:luring I! t ..... _ 

I,~ ",ft.,,- ......,i<lt~> c." k,I r.~ 
-;, "'i' 



"You shall call his name Jc,~ , for he shall t lve his 

peai_.a rrom their 8.i.n& •••" 

He not 'Q:Y helps us cope witi life . But even more , he 

goes riGht to the heart f ~ur lives and deliver~ ~ f~ OUt 

There is a paint ioverti _:1.t ...-hich says ," save t}"!., sur­

face and you save a4". ~hat. ~i~.l not ~;1 '.y to ·,oe !i~ ~ 

sou..... . Yet we finl..i. pe0t-·le '-"hI) thL: k t.hJ.t it t.hey "we the 

surface of th~:r reputation and position they h~ve savaG all 

Such are tile people WilO cs :}.l 11 ;:)r~ God to s&..ve them fron the 

oonsequences of their sin. A prisoner m"!;::t ask God t.l ZlBve 

nin. trom the consequencA of hi cr.i..:.e . A yO\.!llg ..;irl wP 1s 

faced wit.h die-crace 'llld Bocial ruin'l:.aY !iSK G\)d to "ave her 

frc that . J~~us , howevsr , no~nere indicates thut l~ ~& e 

into the world to L~ve people from the cOJ~e~ucnce~ of 

their sin ••• le ca~e , rather , to save us froc ~~ . 

"Save tne eurface and )I:.,)u 'Save a....l" does not f\;-p1,7 to 

+,he human !Soul . 

Sooner Ilr J.ater we ar~ eoine to need so:: ::thing r"al ­

one 	~o coes oeneath tne s~t4ce . 

Many year~ aco , ...wo 1ar.,- surveyor" carne frQln i.he .::ity 

1,L. .• y the t..;)untains Jf 'tor+.h Wales . They st2;;teC1 r.,r a 
_ i. J.., 

·k• 	.,. ;J climbed "he steep c10pes of Snow"nL , cllarting 

:ft- (t:,.l lt-, Y:l 
J 

cf..t.c""'"j h"j"'ArJ...c.. I~""" ~ rN""~''''' s/ra,..r.; 
/L..'r\,. Vf!!r..o,. -It 6 .... ~ .:-I ,.. , .. h ..... t ,tf~~' ("'/...to'"'C. ~ ~k,.eL 
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J. owards th.3 en of t 1 we , just beron; th y retired 

an old het herd C8J e to t.ne CllJOr aml 6uu,estel... t.hat he MJtL..:i 

ace ";-n.y the on the mountain ...a next day. 

"'he "1 8Jl!.; ...re : "You .on ' .. .eed to , we car. ' t cet lost 

-.'e have our C"'lffipasses , charters tllld ap~ •••" But the 

r.nepherd sa: : " I ' d better c -' ...it" JOlL" Aealn t'ley said 

II there is real.l;y need•• the charts will :r:'ng us b8Cl1'. 

"But." c?nt.1 ueo. t 1e h.. shei.,herc:. , " I know t e t "u.'1tILn like 

the baCK of :, hand , I know here the 4.eep r&v...!l era , I 

know where th.e plants hide t. crevi:es ••• " 3u+ n en 

int rnrpted h:&J'J and :;;a1:::1. : ":ts all on tho map , this p 

wiL. brine as back" . Thel. , there was 8 t"" e anJ the old 

neI-- ~:t'd i-' I<e cuce lUre . "You may have 4 m". , but tne i t. 

and foS ore roOt on the V' • 

Ye I wa. jU£ht tu be tlble tu '"U.l lives •• we lava +h 

Wt...a.s of modern ;,. chnolof,J , t.h iniilght ... of the -xia.a. 

cience5 . B~t over )UT l:ves there ~s the f 'B and m'st of 

our fall;,l.l. nature . e need an internal euide to lead our 

te s . 

(.e nef!d the baby to "'~r !Storm JS I and. can . ;r can 

o.v~ us what the ...nc...I.e ~rld ~ co to IC""lO'ft as t 1.. Christ­

ian sp it - the .t r .... t of k1.n...ne _, genernsit .. , I ve and 

J 1 ,tt ne h dwell 1 1..rUl" eart... , he can 

licht up our ... v • lie who oj, .. not have CJuo1stmas .Jl the 

~ : ~rft.N If"li *~d I (.#;,.1(', .~ !,rt1. 

, 



Pcrhsp it is illustr ted bJ t~e storJ vt 8 ~hri t 

r13Y involviz\L yOUl1g3ter . ':'h.e 1 sder chose l:L boy )f seven 

to 1 Isy tn~ r .e of - ..J-".r.-'_e}' r t r t.u h .His f 11; 

ha~ al J ~r ctic~d lospitulity . anQ he :1 trouo 

art anu J I::t"h a~ :r hith curt. " there is no room ~ the 

i...rP . r -

:learsals . Then c· t _ bi.... nig t . .e "",:...:,_a out "There 

is not room.:.n the.inn: \tr."+-h great utlor.ty •••but e 

;oulun t t res · staadi.lt "but c e in anJ'l ana 'lave 5 eI 

cooki 

That I f Culln; , an ' t ho-w .... t 

That bin I t the w :r life.i.e upp.Js .... to t-..m out . 

ut it. can I r I if Yl.ou will t +-he .. :Jrd Je .IS Llt.o your 

heart . 
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